Fact file

	Name
	Gertheyrn

	Information
	Vortigern  Welsh: Gwrtheyrn was a 5th-century warlord in Britain, a leading ruler among the Britons. His existence is considered likely, though information about him is shrouded in legend. He is said to have invited the Saxons to settle in Kent as mercenaries to aid him fight the Picts and the Scots beyond Hadrian's Wall. Unfortunately they revolted, killing his son in the process and adding Sussex and Essex to their own kingdom. This earned him a poor reputation so that he was eventually remembered as one of the worst kings of the Britons in later legend.
Vortigern the Very Thin (or more properly Gwrtheyrn Gwrtheneu) appears to have been the son of a certain Gwidol, probably a man of some importance from the Gloucester area if his supposed ancestry it to be believed. However, the lands of Vortigern's sons indicate that, while his power-base eventually stretched across Gwent, Powys, Buellt and Gwrtheyrnion (in north-west Radnorshire), the latter area, being named after him, may show his original homeland.
According to the inscription on the famous 'Pillar of Eliseg', Vortigern married a daughter of the Emperor Magnus Maximus named Severa and it was probably this imperial link which enabled him to take control of Britain as some kind of high-king, probably around AD 425. The unreliable Geoffrey of Monmouth first tells the story, but we have no way of knowing whether there is any truth in it. When the High-King Constantine was murdered by Pictish assassins, Vortigern urged that the late king's eldest son, Constans, be raised to the throne, despite the fact that he was a monk. Vortigern became the young boy's chief advisor, but this was not enough for him and he soon plotted Constans' death. Vortigern then seized the Crown, while Constans' younger brothers, Aurelius Ambrosius (the historical Ambrosius Aurelianus) and Uther fled to Brittany.




